
This letter is difficult to write because we haven’t discussed money issues very often.

Perhaps that’s because we’ve been lucky. We’re careful to stay frugal, but the truth is: we’re pretty well off. We have what 
we need: a roof over our heads, medical care and many creature comforts. And we have what we want: we can eat out, 
travel on vacations, bring the family together to celebrate. Because we have what we both need and want, we haven’t felt 
the need to talk much about money.

I’m not writing this to make anyone feel guilty. I’m simply writing because we really do need to discuss this. While 
having no money is hard, having a good amount can make you nervous, if you don’t know what to do with it or where 
it all is. So I’ve taken some important steps and I’m now able to make these promises to you:

I will leave you some money. If our good fortune continues, my money might very well outlive me. One of the world’s 
best investors, Warren Buffett, once said that he “wanted to leave his children enough that they can do anything, but 
not so much that they can do nothing.” I’d rather not go into the specifics now, but you should have enough to make a 
nice difference in some important ways.

Figuring out what to do when I am gone won’t be intimidating. You won’t have to figure everything out alone. Back 
when I first realized my wealth deserved attention from up-to-date experts, I hired the people at Budros, Ruhlin & 
Roe. They’re wealth management experts and will provide you with everything you need to know. They remove the 
complexities of these issues and make them simpler to understand. They’re patient, kind and smart. You’ll be able to 
make decisions without feeling intimidated. 

Sorting through my papers will be easy. Either during my later years or when I’m gone, whoever has to figure out 
where the money is will have an easy time of it. The statements – brokerage, bank, real estate, life insurance, etc. – are 
all listed on one simple balance sheet and all supporting documents are neatly organized in my planning binder. (It’s in 
my library, marked “Independent Wisdom For Wealth.”)

Death taxes won’t take everything. There are challenges and opportunities when one has so much money. If I’d done 
nothing, you’d have been penalized heavily. So I did something about it. I planned well. Because of good planning and 
good advice, the taxes on my estate will be as little as they legally can be. 

I don’t want to be bossy, but I’d like you to consider making these promises:

Don’t squander your inheritance. We’ve long lived within our means, with only the occasional extravagance. Please 
don’t let the money evaporate in constant fast living. Consider this good fortune as an opportunity to save, not spend.

Don’t take your good fortune for granted. In a world where a billion people are, right now, looking for clean water  
to drink, you have this bounty. Please do something meaningful with it. Can you use it to substantially improve 10 
lives? 100? 1,000?  

Don’t prize material gain over relationships. See this money as an opportunity to make peace with your siblings. 
Don’t fight over anything in this binder. Don’t end relationships, not in my name. 

Repay my kindness. Try to leave more to your children than I left to you, so they can afford the healthcare and 
education that they need, and so they too can do anything.  And leave them with these same lessons.  

In some ways, our family’s wealth snuck up on us. In earlier years, I didn’t realize how well off we were. Now, here we 
are today, in a very lucky spot. With proper management and attention to some details, we can help ensure our good 
fortune will remain for generations.

         With love,

To my children,

Clients of Budros Ruhlin & Roe can sign this today. If you want to discuss becoming a client of Budros Ruhlin & Roe, please 
contact them at (614) 481-6900 or e-mail info@b-r-r.com. You can also get more information at www.b-r-r.com.


